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The Overseas Military Bases in French African Strategy: A Historical Review
SUN De-gang
(Middle East Studies Institute , Shanghai International Studies University , Shanghai 200083, China)

Abstract: Overseas military bases are the important means for French global power projection.
Particularly in Africa, French military bases are the symbol of its global power status, strengthening
its protection of economic, cultural, value, national and security interests. The bases are of great
significance to enhance French intervention capability, making it the most influential power on
African geopolitics. French deployment of military bases in the zone is determined by four factors:
the change of French security strategy, its financial status, the host governments’ positions and
public opinions, as well as the interaction of world powers on African continent. In prospect, French
military base deployment will continue to diminish in size, Europeanize in essence, and interlink in
practice.

Key words: overseas military bases;  French African strategy; overseas interest; security

strategy; military presence
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