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Globalization and Africa

Benjamin William Mkapa
(President of the United Republic of Tanzania)

Abstract: Africa, especially sub—Saharan Africa, is the continent that has most lost out from the accelerated pace of glob—
alization in the last few decades. African history is intrinsically relevant to the current situation and therefore deserves more
than frivolous attention. It is impossible for African countries to herald a new era of good democratic governance and economic
prosperity in the near future, given its long—term suffering from colonial rule. Nowadays, African countries have little flexibility
to wrestle themselves out of the grip of the multinationals that profit from their position of weakness. Under the current condi—
tions, South—South cooperation, ultimately about wresting more control over the world from the grip of rich industrialized coun—
tries, is imperative.
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