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lence, expansion of the rights of states, disturbances

over the Islamic Law, difficulties in running educe

tion, etc.

HOW FAR CAN KENYA’S MULTI- PARTY POLITICS GO

Gao Jinyuan

Kenya turned to multi— party politics in the
early 1990s, mainly forced by the West. As the op
position parties largely rely on ethnic and regional
support, they are hardly able to forge a lasting unit
ed front. For over 8 years, the country has experr
enced aslow and tortuitous process of constitutional
reforms, though some headways have been made,
especially because the parliament passed a few Bills

in late 1997 based on the proposals of the Inter

pp. 41~ 44

Party Parliamentary Group (IPPG), which have
mproved democracy and pushed forward constitu-
tional reform. However, the process has come to a
stalemate since early 1999, ostensibly because of
difference between the ruling party and the opposi-
tion parties on distribution of membership in the
Constitutional Review Committee, but the crux lies
in that both sides want to put the constitutional re-

form process under their control.

CHINA’ S NATIONAL INTERESTS AND STRATEGIES TOWARD AFRICA

Xu Jiming

For 50 years since its founding, the People’ s
Republic of China has laid different emphases in
different periods when considering its national ir
terests. There are roughly four periods as such: 1.
In eary 1950s, security interests were put in the
first place; 2. From the mid1950s to the 1970s,
political interests came first; 3. The 1980s saw eco

nomic interests in the first place; and 4. Emphasis

pp- 50~ 54

was laid on both political and economic interests in
the 1990s. Africa is of great political and economic
importance to China’ s future development, there-
fore, to consolidate and develop with African coun-
tries a long stable state to state relationship of all-
round cooperation towards the 21st century is in

conformity with China’ s national interests.

SINO- AFRICAN ECONOMIC AND TRADE COOPERAT ION:
PRESENT SITUATION AND FUTURE PROSPECTS

Jin Bosheng & Song Zhiyong

In recent years, Sino— African trade volume
has kept on growing and their economic cooperation
continuously developing; however, there also exist
problems such as irrational commodity structure of
imports and exports, arelatively large disparity be
tween trade surplux and trade deficit, and a bit

over concentration of partners for economic and
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pp- 67~ 69

trade cooperation. It is believed that the friendly
state to-state relationship, the great complementary
nature of trade and the enormous opportunities for
economic cooperation between them will definitely
provide broad prospects for Sino— African economic

and trade cooperation in the 21st century.



