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3 L8 & (English Abstracts)

PROBING THE ROAD TO DEMOCRACY IN AFRICA

—Summary of the Study of African Democratization

Issues in International Academic Circdles

Li A nshan

The study of African democracy issue has at
ways been emphasized by international academic
circles. A series of relevant achievement has result-
ed from such study. This dissertation summarizes
theoretical probe on the issue by foreign scholars.
M ajor viewpoints from foreign scholars regarding
African democracy include: Rule by law, human
rights and reliable government are the basic charac

teristics of African democratic system; the prospect

pp-11- 14

of African democratic progress is not optimistic,
military interference turns democracy into political
tragedy; civil society becomes a system— balancing
force of state authority, various types of civil socr
ety are different in affecting the progress of democ-
racy; such progress in African democracy is in fact
the progress of operation in power balance from
various stratums. Democracy in certain countries is

more in name than crux.

AFRICAN DEMOCRACY: INTERNAL CAUSE AND EXTERNAL ORIGIN

Republic of Congo

Factors affecting African democracy may be
summarized into internal and external causes. T he
end of Cold War provided an opportunity for
African Democracy, while the dissolution of Soviet
Union, changes of policies by US and France to
wards African is the external origin resulting in
African political reform. However, compared with

changes in international environment, people’ s

M. I. Didier pp- 15— 18

voice within Africa demanding reform and the actu-
al movement adopted out of this are the decisive
factors of the beginning, development and result of
African democracy. Interactive functions of inter
nal and external causes bring certain African coun-
tries towards successful political reform, but there

are those that did not succeed.

A HISTORICAL STRATEGIC ERROR

Li Jidong

The choice of nationalization by black A frican
countries as an overall development propulsive force
has been a historical strategic error. T he result is
withered private capital, formation of stratum in
bureaucratic assets, low efficiency of state— owned
enterprises, agricultural crisis and political dictator

ship and familiarization. The biggest mistake is

(5 AR M NIA F

Reexamination of Nationalization in Africa

pp- 19- 23

that there has not been any private civil en-
trepreneur stratum, but on the contrary, resulting
in the lopsided development of stratum in bureau-
cratic assets, while the turning of industrial civi-
lization into internal undertaking stratum has re-

sulted in changes and dislocation.
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