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Middle East under the American
Hegemony After the Sept. 11 Incident

Dong Fangxiao

In the past decade, the main characteristic of the
situations in the Middle East can be said as “ stability
and peace” dominated by America. On the one hand,
America’ s dtitude and stance are of critical importance
to almost all the major issues in the area; on the other
hand, America’s

omnipotent:

power and influence are not

International and  regional allies ’
supports, coordination and understanding among big

powers remain the main conditions to the success of

pp-4- 7

America’ s Middle East policies. However, the
Sept. 11 incident, the Afghanistan War, and especially
the adjustment of policies by countries around the
international war on terrorism had tremendous impad
on situaions of the Middle East. Today, one year after
the Sept. 11, the Middle East dominated by the U. S.
seans to turn rapidly into the Middle East under the
U.S. hegemony.

African Countries should Pay Full Attention to Finance

Chen Zongde

Finance is an important sector of the national
economy. Over— intervention by the government,
abnormity and high risks of the financial markets,
small number of the kinds of financial tools, scarcity of
financial ingtitutions and the weak abilities to mobilize

resources make the financial development in Africa lag

pp. 18- 23

behind. To carry out marketized reform of the financial
system according to the market principles and gradually
establish full and efficient financial system to meet the
demands of economic development is a major task that
governments of African countries should urgently fulfill

to promote economic development in the new century.

On African Democratization

He Wenping

The democratic trend in Africa has gone through
10 years of trails and hardships. Because of the

weakness of the African civil societies, the
underdevelopment of the capitalist commercial economy
and the flaws in the electoral system, the development
of African democracy has the complexity, hardships
and vulnerability of its own, unlikely to simply copy

Western democracy. In 10 years, African democracy

pp. 26— 31

has set up the framework of the democratic regime,
which includes constitution, political parties and the
electoral system, thus finishing the first stage of system
construdion. The second stage of the consolidation of
democratic culures and values and the establishment
and improvement of a series of legal systems just

begins, and there’ s a long way to go.

U. S. Policies toward Nigeria

Li Wengang

The United States has chosen Nigeria and South
Africa as its critical bilateral relationships in Africa.
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Such status of Nigeria in America’ s African policies
reflects the fact that Nigeria is of huge importance to
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America’ s interests. U.S. policies toward Nigeria are
dominated by three factors: bilateral
economic relations ( energy, trade and investment),
regional security ( peacekeeping in West African

persistently

regions) and political governance ( eradiation of
corruption, promotion of democratic values and human

rights, and consolidation of democratic institutions) .

Interaction between Political Thoughts
and Social Development in the Middle East

Wang Jinglie

Societies of the Middle East in transition teem
with various political thoughts, which are the results of
the social realities of the region. Meanwhile, by
various means, political thoughts have effects on social

development. They can have profound influences on the

pp. 43— 50

social development and even change the course of the
historical development. They have immense influence
on the situations in the Middle East. Their life force
may influence several generations, and their influence
sometimes can go beyond regional limits.

Brief Comment on Bush Administration’ s
Foreign Policies toward Turkey

Chen Decheng

After the Sept. 11, the Bush Administration
adjusted its foreign policies toward Turkey, which
tended to pay more attention to its ally. The United
States vigorously supports Turkish economic and
political reforms, sees Turkey through the financial
disturbance, supports turkey in struggles for petroleum
and gas pipelines in the Caspian Sea, helps Turkey to
expand its influence in the Middle East and Central
Asia, consolidates U.S. — Tirkey Alley through anti-

terrorism actions. The reasons for these adjustments are

pp- 51— 56
the results of many factors, which include, among
others, historical reasons and Turkey’ s important
strategic status and America’ s need of its strategy to
the world. These further
strengthen U. S. — Turkish relations and provide
support to America’ s strategy to dominate the world;

dominate ad justments

meanwhile they help Turkey further accustom itself to
the globalization and will exert important influences on
situations in the Middle East and Central Asia.

Changing Relations between the U. S. and Libya

Yang Luping

Afier Libya surrendered two suspects of the Lokbi
Aircrash in the early 1999, The United Nations
suspended economic sanction on Libya, while America
msisted unilateral sanction on Libya. When Bush came
into power, he listed Libya as one of the countries
supporting
proceeds from national security strategy and the needs
of practical interests, and intends to impel Libya to

terrorism.  America’ s tough policies

give up supporting international terrorism. However,
positive factors to ameliorate bilateral relations still
exist. Libya takes a stance to improve relations in many

(5 AE M NIA F

pp. 57— 61

respects. Some members of the American government
and the public suggest carrying out the pradical
policies of changing “ Strategy of Sanctions” to
“Strategy of Contact”. At present, the improvement of
bilateral relations mainly depends on the American
side. After the Sept. 11, America’ s international anti
— terrorism strategy has an effect on changes of
America’ s tough policies toward Libya.
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