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New South Africa’ s Ten Years:
Plural and Integral Nation— building

Yang Lihua

Ten years ago, South Africa abolished the apar
theid and began to corstruct a democratic country.
Since then, it has established a plural democratic instr
tution suitable to its national political and economic
realities, a sound legal system and a supervision mechr
anism, providing institutional guarantees to its future
development. African National Congress (ANC) has
finished the transition from liberation movement to the
ruling party, whose ruling ability gained confirmation
from both domestic and abroad. Besides, inter— ethnic

relations got improved, and mutual recognition,

pp- 41— 48

respect, reconciliation and cooperation have been the
mainstream of the political culture, which are the base
for South Africa to fight against various extreme forces.
Although new institutions and capacity development in
various fields in South Africa need strengthening and
racial misunderstanding and disparity are still protrur
ding, the successful experiences of South Africa’ s
political and social transition have drawn world atten-
tion, for the prospects of South Africa’ s development

are of significance to Africa.

Influences of Civil Society on Nigerian Democratization

Li Wengang

As a wunteweight to the state power and central
impetus to political and economic reforms, civil society
often serves as a critical agent of democratization of a
country. However, does civil socidy necessarily pro
mote the democratic process? Through studying the
general theories of relationship between civil society

and democratization, and the realities in Nigeria, the

pp-3- 58

article maintains that although civil society may promote
democratization, it may also exert unfavorable influence
on it, thus consequently doesn’ t necessarily promote
the development of democracy. A thorough research
into the contents of the civil socidy is the key to under

standing the issue.

Development of Party Politics in Nigeria

Du Xiaolin

Due to the stagnant stage of development and i
tensive ethnic, religious and regional rivalries, the
base for democracy in Nigeria is fragile, and party polr
tics is congenitally deficient and failed to carry out the
task of nation— state building and to deal with the
attacks from the military. All current main political

parties in Nigeria have their own historic evolution.

Into the Third Republic, the w— existence of the three
. 80 .

pp-9- 63

main parties, the growing strength and insubordination
of one party and all matters being centered on elections
not only characterize party politics, but also reflect the
common aspects of political developments in African
countries. From now on, it’ s unlikely for the military
to return to power in Nigeria, and party politics will

bump along under the current framework.



