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Japan’ s Official Development Assistance to Africa

Wu Bo

Japan® s Official Development Assistance (OAD)
to Africa is an important part of its African diplomacy.
Afier the Cold War, with Africa’ s position rising in its
diplomacy, Japan adjusted the OAD to Africa. Into the
new century, Japan takes an active posture in ifs
African diplomacy. Proceeding from the aim of national
development strategy, Japan re— evaluates Africa. It
mainly strengthens ils economic assistance toward
Africa, through which it strengthens its influences upon

Africa and actively gets involved in African politics to

pp-29- 33

serve the state interests. Although Japan’ s OAD strate-
gy toward Africa objectively is favorable to the poverty
— reduction, prevention and cure of the disease, and
environmental and
health conditions in Africa, and enables Africa to take
part in more international affairs to a corsiderable ex-

the improvement of education,

tent, its roles will be restricted by various conditions
owing to the influences of the Japan— U.S. Axis on its
nternal and external affairs and the pragmatism charac-

ter of its African diplomacy.

Evolution of the Political System of the Democratic Republic of Congo

Li Zhibiao

Political development of the Democratic Republic
of Congo (DRC) in its more than 40 independent years
is full of variables. The constitution implemented at the
founding of the state was largely drafied by its former
suzerain Belgium. It was improved continuously, but
became a tool for Mohutu to practice autocratic rule.
Afier Kabila replaced Mobutu, he rules through issuing
constitutional decrees. For a long time past, the legis

lature dose not become an important part of the state

pp-45- 51

power, and sometimes there’ s even no legislature at
all. The executive branch experienced numerous
changes. However, these changes largely originate from
the struggles for power, but not the results of the natu-
ral evolution of the political system. The legislature lost
its independence during the period of one— party rule,
and the spreading corruption almost paralyzes the
DRC. There’ s no relatively mature party in the DRC

as yet.

Cooperation of Mutual Benefit between China and the
Mid- Eastern Countries: From the Perspective of Energy Connections

Yang Guang

The first two decades of the 21st century is a crur
cial period for China to build the well- off ( xiaokang)
society in an all- round way, it’s also a period to see
increasing expansion of China’ s oil gap and increasing
independence on oil import. The Middle East will ir
evitably become the main source of Chind s oil import.
With the intensification of China’ s dependence on oil
import from that region, a series of issues occur in Chr
na— Middle East relations, which include the issue of
trade balance between China and the OPEC, the issue

080.
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of environmental security, and the influences of the in-
stable Mid— Eastern situations on oil supply in the re-
gion. Facing these new problems, when developing re-
lations with the Middle Eastern countries, China should
expand its export volumes and investment cooperation,
eliminate Asia Premium, maintain regional peace, and
carry out strategic dialogue. Only in this way can China
ensure the smooth development of its economy and the

continuous deepening of China— OPEC relations.



