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On Chieftainship of Zambia since Independence

Yang Tingzhi

Abstract: Chieftainship is one of traditional political systems in Africa. After
independence Zambia has kept chieftainship and put chieftainship into modern po—
litical institution through limitation of the traditional power of chiefs. Chiefs can exert
their influence as traditional authorities in certain fields and serve the development of
modern society in Zambia. Chieftainship has inherited but the power of chiefs has
been limited. Meanwhile many new changes have taken place in Zambian chiefs un—
der the auspice of modern civilization. There are some historical and practical factors
which make chieftainship reserved in independent Zambia. Since independence
chiefs have become one of the importance forces in Zambian political and social life
which are in charge of some local public affairs and control the power of land distri—
bution. What’ s more chieftainship has also functioned advancing effect to local eco—
nomic development as the symbol of Zambian traditional culture. More importantly
chieftainship can facilitate the integration of Zambian nation - state. Therefore
chieftainship as traditional factor can provide impetus for the development of mod—
ern society in Zambia.

Key Words: Political Systems; Zambia; Chief; Chieftainship; Traditional

Authorities
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