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On White Government’ s Interference Policy and the
Change of South African Labour Market
Supply — Demand Structure

Liu lan

Abstract. By the end of the 19th century the white government forcedly in—
troduced the systems of reserves and migrant labour to expand supply of labour force
for the labour — intensive mines and farms. Facing with Africans moving into cities in
1950s  the white government encouraged the development of the capital — intensive
industry by using capital instead of labour to reduce the demand for African workers
while introducing the black homelands for the purpose of apartheid. As the white
government’ s intervention led to labour supply far exceeding the demand for labour
many people became unemployed. Since then on unemployment has been a diffi—
cult problem the South African society must face.

Key Words: Labour Economy; South Africa; White Government; Labour
Market; Supply — Demand Structure
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