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Ethnic Issues in the Nation—State Constructing Process of Nigeria (54)
Jiang Jun (Institute of African Studies, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321004)
Abstract. In the context of modern nation—state, the fact that there exists an interactive political
relationship between ethnic construction and state construction, which has been proved by the case of
Nigeria. The ethnic groups of Nigeria refer to not only those weak, cultural and linguistic groups, but
also the products of national building. They are subject to structural discrimination because of their
peripheral status in the country. This has become the sources of continuous rebellions of ethnic groups
to uphold their own rights, which counteract on the nation—state construction.
KeyWords: Nigeria, Nation—state Construction, Ethnic Issue

Towards a Criminal Constitution ——Referring to the Reform of the
French Criminal Procedure in the Frame of Constitution (60)
Shi Pengpeng (Southwest University of Political Science and Law, Chongqing 400031)
Abstract;: Since 2000, the relationship between the Criminal Procedure and the Constitution has
attracted the attention of many French scholars for the frequent reforms and the creation of Question
Prioritaire de Constitutionnalité. . The hot topics include the control techniques of Constitution, con-
tents and effects. The conseil constitutionnel establish a principle in the reform of the criminal proce-
dure, i.e., equity first, efficiency next. Accordingly, the constitution and the criminal procedure in-
teract well in France. In the view of comparative law, the French model is all—pervading on the Euro-
pean Continent. We can not immediately establish a complete system of constitutional justice like
France. However, a transitional system may be available, i.e. , we can introduce a series of prelimi-
nary principles in the criminal procedure law in China. The judges can exclude some clauses by reason
of the violation of essential rights or apply these principles for the lacuna.
Keywords: France, Constitutionalism, Criminal Procedure, Relationship, Reference

The Role of Legal Interpretation in the Context of Procedural Natural Law (69)
Song Xiaohai ( Department of Law, Zhejiang Academy of Social Sciences, Hangzhou 310007 )
Abstract: There are always different opinions including subjectivism, objectivism and eclecticism
about the mission of law interpretation in civil law system. That divergence is not easy to resolve.
However, Fuller’s theory of procedural natural law implies the resolution to this divergence. The
three principles of promulgation of laws, the definiteness of laws and the consistency between the offi-
cial acts and the legal rules constitute interpretative canons of law texts. And the former interpretative
canons determine the mission of law interpretation that is restating publicized content of legal text.
The detailed meaning is: firstly, law interpretation can only be adopted to the publicly issued legal
texts; Secondly, legislative documents should not be regarded as the basis of legal texts interpreta-
tion; Thirdly, law interpretations only truly restate the publicized contents of the legal texts. That o~
pinion of interpretation is objectivism.
Keywords: Procedural Natural Law, Interpretative Mission, Restating, Publicized Content

A New Study On the Legal Definition of Financial Consumers 77)
Li Jiannan (Law School of Ji’nan University, Guangzhou 510632)

Abstract: Legal definition of financial consumers is the logical starting point to build special pro-
tective legal mechanisms of financial consumers. To determine a scientific definition, we have to be
clear about the particularity of financial consumptive transactions compared to ordinary consumptive
transactions firstly, and the particularity of financial consumers in aspect of transaction status com-
pared to ordinary consumers as a result. Meanwhile, it’s necessary to review the general versions as
well as the practices of legal definitions for consumers. In order to give a precise legal definition for
those who are called financial consumers, we should take one core issue as the starting point and a
permanent home, that is to resolve the very issue that financial consumers meet with in the process of
financial consumption: “the co— existence of exceeding asymmetry of information and heavy reliance
on them”. Therefore, what we should do is affirm the financial —consumer status of corporations and
other organizations (not including financial business corporations and professional investment institu-



